The Strawberry Jam’n Toast To The Arts Festival To Be Held Mother’s Day Weekend
The Strawberry Jam’n Toast To The Arts Festival will be expanded this year to a two day event in downtown Ponchatoula this year.  It will be held on May 9th-10th which is the Friday and Saturday of Mother’s Day Weekend.  Organized by the Northshore Regional Endowment For the Arts, the festival will feature over 70 bands/performances from people all over the South Louisiana/Southern Mississippi region.  Stages will be arranged all over downtown Ponchatoula near the railroad tracks and along Pine Street.   Sponsored by Ochsner Clinic, Vital Link Home Health, North Oaks Medical Center, Central Home Health, The Daily Star, and the Ponchatoula Times, this year’s Strawberry Jam Festival will prove to be bigger and better!
 “New additions to the festival will make it even more entertaining for families this year,” says festival found, Dr. Ted J. Hudspeth.  “In addition to the incredible musicians and artists that will be featured at this year’s Jam, we have more performing artists like dancers, drama groups, film makers, and puppeteers.  KSLU radio station will feature a Guitar Hero Stage and contest where anyone can “Jam at the Jam” and compete for prizes.  A children’s section near the Ponchatoula Train will be called “Kidz Zone”.  It will have inflatables for the younger kids to jump on, a train to ride on and a rock climbing wall.  The Hammond Regional Arts Center’s director, Joey France, will be in the middle of all of this with the Children’s Art Tent.  Kids will be taught various art techniques in a hands on area and they will be able to take their creations home.  

Another new addition will be the Jam’s first Classic Hot Rod Show.  “It is meant to show off the artistic talents involved in restoring vintage cars to their classic beauty or enhancing them to be real show pieces,” says Dr. Ted.  Expected to draw 75-100 cars this year, the Classic Hot Rod Show will be organized by car enthusiast Ron Wells and will be located along Hickory Street.  
This event’s focus on the family will be intensified this year with what Dr. Ted calls “The corporate family picnic” at the Jam.  The event is renting 10x10 tent areas to local businesses, groups, and families that would like their own personal area at the stage of their choice at the Jam.  “For $150.00, we will place a tent on the grounds for these groups and then they can host the families in their business or group for an annual family picnic day at the Jam.”  Two large groups have already signed up for this includes Ochsner Clinic Foundation-Northshore and The Mission Church.  “We encourage any business to do this and to decorate their tent to reflect the services offered for their business.  In this way, the businesses get displayed at the Jam and the employees of that business get to have a great day with their families on Mother’s Day Weekend,” says Dr. Ted.  

The festival is also no longer a one day event.  It is now considered more of an “Arts Season” and will include events in other locations in this region.  Dr. Ted states that his vision is to place focus on the great talent that lies in this region of the country by highlighting other arts events that take place one month prior to the Jam.  “Like fanfare does in the fall in this region, I’d like to have an entire month of arts associated events each spring in this area.  Like strawberry farmers do in the spring when the fruits of their labors ripen and are picked to delight people’s taste buds, the “Strawberry Jam Season” will show off the fruits of the labors of people with talents of all types in this region.”   Featured events during this year’s “Strawberry Jam Season” will include the following:

 April 18th-Octavians Theatre "The Elves and The Schumachers; St. Albert's Church, Hammond, LA April 18 & 19 at 7pm and April 19 & 20 at 2pm

April 24th-Tangipahoa Parish Talented & Gifted Music Recital; SLU Lab School Kiva 7:00-8:15PM

April 24th- Ponchatoula HS Concert Band & Jazz Band Recital; Ponchatoula High School Auditorium 7:00-8:00PM

May 3-Accelerated Magnet Program Hammond School District performing "A Drum, A Drum" at the Columbia Theatre, Hammond, LA.  Performances at 2:00 PM and 6:00 PM.

May 9-Tangipahoa Parish Talented & Gifted Arts Program Student Art Display in Downtown Ponchatoula, LA 6:00-9:00 PM
Another new addition to this year’s Jam will be the region’s first “Film Festival”.  Organized by Alan Marsh and Martie Fellom, Ph.D., the Film Fest will be held during the “Kick Off Party” on Friday night.  It will feature short films from producers in this area and will be held in the Speakeasy Restaurant starting at 6PM.  During that time, the Tangipahoa Parish Talented & Gifted Arts Program Student Art will be on display.  After the films are shown, the evening will be capped off by a performance from the regionally popular band, The Porch Rockers.   The festival’s poster unveiling and the presentation of the festival’s CD featuring 15 original songs from bands that will be performing at this year’s Jam, will also be held that night.  
Motorcyclists interested in participating in The Jam can participate in our first Motorcycle Ride that will start at 10AM and then return to the festival for noon.  Organized by Lisa Williams, the Motorcycle Ride will benefit Options and will be a nice addition to The Jam that will generate more interest in folks coming to the festival this year.
This year’s festival is our most ambitious yet.  It is the hope of the members of the Northshore Regional Endowment For The Arts and the festival planning committee that families will come out to enjoy this year’s Mother’s Day Weekend entertainment that have been planned.  To see an up to date list of performances, go to the website http://strawberryjam.org/2008_band_schedule.htm or go to the festival’s main page at www.strawberryjam.org.  
